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asserted that he was the only true Pope and
that his rival was Antichrist. Here was an
anticipation of the future. Each had his own
Inquisition, at whose hands the supporters
of the other need expect little mercy, though,
the dominions of the two being separate,
there was little actual danger; and each
regarded war against "a kingdom which
supported the other as .a Crusade. Every
religious order had two organizations which
repudiated each other, and England had a
further reason for refusing to allow monastic
rents to pass into France, where they would
support an Antichrist. The schism was
complete.

There was little to choose between the
two dynasties. The courts of Rome and
Avignon were equally corrupt and mercenary,
but the Popes of the latter were of a higher
type than those of the former. Yet though
the faults of the Roman Pontiffs, whom
England accepted, were glaring, the struggle
was too keen for either party to put is worst
men forward. Things only came to their
worst when, under pressure from the govern-
ments and from public opinion, the cardinals
on both sides had agreed to throw over their
Popes and start afresh. The second election
under this new system was that of John